
St John the Evangelist Catholic School Students, 
Parents and Stakeholders

Dear St John Family,

As a follow up to my SeeSaw letter I sent to you in July regarding directives, the back to school
plan and my desire to stay at St Johns, I want to share with you St John's official Back to 
School Plan which has been recently approved by the Elkhart County Department of Health 
and the Diocese. I had previously shared this with our faculty to aid them in their understanding
of our Back to School Plan. Now that the plan has been approved I have some clarifications 
and directives to help answer your questions or concerns. Everyday and week new directives 
are sent out to keep on top of!

1) On page # 5 of the Back to School Plan it states that the school screen the students 
daily for fever, cough, sore throat or close contact with persons with Covid -19. (This 
includes screening for temperatures upon school entry as well as random checks 
throughout the day). 

2) I have also included the recommendations for daily home screening from the CDC. 
Parents must check their children daily prior to their arrival at school. Hopefully this can
be done prior to the child's arrival. Parents should check for:

• Fever > 100
• Cough
• Chills
• Shortness of breath
• Fatigue
• Headache
• New loss of taste or smell
• Congestion or runny nose
• Nausea or vomiting

3) Children need to be fever free for 24 hours without medication. This could take 
numerous days for the child to reach that threshold.  Temp check may randomly be done
as students exit vehicles upon arrival. Classroom teachers and staff will be doing 
random health checks  throughout the day. We will be very diligent to note any 
persistent symptoms communicated by the students. Sick students at St Johns will be 
isolated.

4) In the event that your child is sick we ask that you take your child to see a physician 
as soon as possible to clearly diagnose the illness. If the child is diagnosed with Covid 
-19, then they must be quarantined for 14 days according to the protocol of the CDC and
the Elkhart County Health Dept. Others exposed to the virus will be notified and they 
too need to be tested at area free testing sites to determine their health status. If they 
have Covid-19, then they will be subject to the quarantine protocols. If siblings in other 



schools test positive Covid-19,  then their St John counterpart siblings will need to be 
tested as well. A person is most contagious within the 3-5 days of being infected with 
the virus. 

5) Very shortly a video will also be sent/attached to this document via SeeSaw and You 
Tube  in both Spanish and English regarding the drop off and pickup at school.

6) Due to Covid-19, we are experiencing some difficulty getting extra teachers for our 
specials: (Music, PE, Art, Computer literacy) As we hire additional staff, we will add 
activities and classes. Our public school counterparts are offering E-Learning ending the
school daily earlier on a daily basis. They are offering E-Learning for “ specials “ at 
home. I would have opted to do the same, but many of our parents are getting off work 
at the time  that we would be dismissing. I have decided against an E-Learning early 
day dismissal as a convenience for these families. In addition, I want to begin to get 
back to some sort of normalcy as we restart school. At the elementary level, it is 
important that we get back to helping your children reach and exceed their potential. 
Regular classroom teacher will offer specials like PE,  Music and Art within the context 
of their regular curriculum. Many years ago, when extra resources for “special classes” 
were not available, Art, Music and PE were taught by the regular classroom certified 
teacher. St. Johns is venturing to the past to affirm how schools were helping children 
back in the day!

       
       7) As previously stated in my communication to all of you in
           July, we will offer limited E-Learning for Grades 1-5 only. In 
           order to allow for Ms. Weaver to plan for these events the 
           deadline for enrollment in E-Learning, is 12:00 am, Friday 8/7/2020.
           However, should your child while enrolled at St Johns
           test positive for Covid-19, then they will be quarantined for 14 days and they are able to 
           receive E-Learning for the duration of their quarantine as per the most recent
           directive from the diocese. The diocese is  adapting to changes in E-Learning. Last
           year they prohibited the use of Zoom for the elementary grades over concerns diocesan 
           wide regarding past church abuses. I have just been informed that  new procedures and 
           technology resources will be presented in a principal's meeting tomorrow. As you know,
          the wheels of change move slowly. I apologize if this causes you grave concern.

       8) There are so many changes that have taken place. I am aware that we will face
            many additional challenges as conditions change. Please be patient  and know 
            that St Johns has your child's interest at heart. The formal Back to School Plan, 
            published in conjunction with the Diocese of Fort Wayne, has been approved by the
            Elkhart County Board of Health. Our school nurse from St Joseph Hospital has helped
            us with additional training and information to share with you if needed.



        9) Just a few notes  about the daily operations and the school opening which is just a few 
            days away. All grades will be given 15 minute recesses, 2-3 times staggered daily 
            along with a lunch break. Lunches will be served in the cafeteria. Grades Pre K, K and
            1 will eat lunch in the cafeteria for 30 minutes and Grades 2-5 will eat lunch in their
            their rooms.  Students will given given multiple opportunities to use the bathrooms as 
            needed.  Masks are required again within the acceptable 6 ft social distance range when 
            moving about the school and classroom. At recess, masks are to worn within the 6 ft.
            socially distance protocol. Our school day will start at &:15 am daily.
           
Cloth, St. John masks are available for $3 each and are part of the school dress code. Please 
buy additional masks as part of your child's supplies as needed. Many classrooms will feature 
table partitions. All grades will continue to attend Mass at least 1x per week. You are welcome 
to attend Mass as well. Grade1 will attend on Tuesday, Grades 4-5 on Wednesday and Grade 2-
3 on Thursdays. Mondays will host a Prayer program via the school announcement system. The
“Angelus” will be recited over the announcement system each day at 12 noon. The greatest 
“special” learning opportunity that we can offer our students is a plethora of opportunities to 
grow in their faith. We are St John's and we are solid in our Catholic faith and ideals!
 
Once again thank you for your patience in these days of challenge and prayer. Please call me if 
you have any questions and I will do my best to help you and your child. My prayer is for 
discernment and perseverance as we navigate through this opportunity to share in the Cross of 
our Savior Jesus Christ and the Sorrows of Our Blessed Mother!

Viva Jesus!
John Loflin
Principal
St John the Evangelist
Catholic School
jloflin@stjohncatholic.com


